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Quick Start Guide to Academic Search Premier  
ere is what you will see when you first enter the database, with some search terms added in: 

1

cademic Search Premier gives you a 
yriad of search options.  This 
andout is designed to show you only 
e crucial steps involved in a 
arch.  Here you can see the 

efault setting is the Advanced 
earch tab, and within that tab, 
eyword searching is selected. 

1. Start at the topmost search field.  
Type in your first search term, the one 
you feel is most central to your topic. If it 
is a phrase, place it in quotation marks.   
 
2. Then specify what the term is 
(author, article title, etc.) with the 
drop-down menu on the right. If you 
search with Default Fields, it will search 
as if your term could be part of the 
author, subject, keyword, title, and 
abstract fields. 
 
3. If you want to search several 
terms together, you can connect 
them with “and” “or” or “not.”  In 
the example above you’ll notice all three 
boxes are used.   
 
4. If you would like more detailed 
explanations about how to search, 
click on the “Search Tips” link 
underneath the boxes. 

ou have the option of limiting your 
sults.  This is helpful if your search, like the example 
ove, isn’t very specific, or if you know you need articles 
 a particular type.  The “Full Text” limit may save you 
me time, but keep in mind that it will exclude articles 
at could have full-text coverage in other databases to 
hich Dominican subscribes.   

hen you’re viewing this screen online, 
roll down to see the other limit options 

vailable.  You’ll notice, for example, that you can 
mit a search by “Document Type” and specify “Book 
eviews.”  Other options include publication date, 
blication type (journal, newspaper, etc), and “peer-
viewed” journals. 



 
Quick Start Guide to Academic Search Premier continued 
 
After clicking “Search”, this is what came up:  
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The first thing to notice is the number of 
results. 1,885 is far too many to sort through, 
unless you have a lot of time to spare—we’re 
guessing you’d rather save as much time as 
possible.  This search might need some refining, 
then. 
 
Take a look at these first five results.  The 
first, third, and fourth citations listed have links 
to full-text articles.  The second article listed is 
from Time; you will be able to find the full-text 
of this article in another database.  The fifth 
record is from Congress Daily, a newsletter that 
Dominican does not have access to either in print 
or online. 
 
Notice the italicized words correspond with 
your search terms, but the search engine has in 
some cases isolated the words in the phrases so 
carefully placed in quotation marks.  If the 
quotation marks are not been included, the result 
list is 3,585 records long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before refining the search, there is a 
simple step you can take to find more 
relevant results.  This drop-down menu tells 
you that the results are sorted by date, with the 
most recent appearing first.  Try selecting 
“Relevance” from this menu and see if that 
changes the records at the top of the list. 
 
To refine your search, click on the “Refine 
Search” in the upper left corner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Quick Start Guide to Academic Search Premier continued 
 
To refine the search, “Full Text” was selected, and the publication type was limited to 
“Periodicals.” 

You can also try switching the order of your search terms.  EBSCO’s search engines rank the terms 
by the order you type them in.  In this example, “no child left behind act” was searched 
first.  From that pool of results, the search engine collected those records which contained the 
other two terms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the refined search result list, sorted by relevance.  Notice there are 1,427 results now: 460 
were weeded out when the search was refined.  The first five articles come from a variety of 
sources: Education Week, the Brigham Young University Education & Law Journal, Focus on Autism 
& Other Developmental Disabilities, and Time.  To see more information about the article, click on 
the title. 

 

 Database Help is available through the Library Homepage  
– just click on the Help/Tutorials link. 

Links are also available for Citation Style guides through the 
Library Homepage by clicking on Library Information  

and then Citation Styles 
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Quick Start Guide to Academic Search Premier continued 
 
Here is an example of what you will see when you click on an article title: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The remainder of this record, plus the full text of the article itself, can be found by scrolling down. 
 
This information is very helpful for evaluating the article.  It can tell you:  
1) if the article is relevant to the topic you’re researching, and  
2) if it’s appropriate for the assignment. 
 
It also gives you all the information you need to put together a citation in your bibliography.  
Notice there are five subject terms included; these are hyperlinked so you to can see if there are 
other articles the same subject in this database.  The abstract gives you a summary of what the 
article will discuss.  Since the article was written by three professors, it’s very likely that it’s from 
a scholarly journal, which it is. 
 
The source of this article is the American journal Focus on Autism and Other Developmental 
Disabilities.  You can see the date it was published and how many pages it runs (ten).   
 
Disclaimer: this is just one example of a search and its results.  Searches can vary widely.  Don’t 
assume that just because you can’t find it, it isn’t out there.  (Additional disclaimer: there is, 
however, the possibility that it really isn’t out there—sometimes).  Don’t be shy about asking a 
librarian for assistance with searching. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Reference Desk Location: Rebecca Crown Library, Lower Level
Reference Desk Phone Number:  708-524-6875  

Email: reference@dom.edu 
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